Filmmaking for Scientists ~ FHL ~ April 24 – May 1, 2011
Thank you for your interest in science filmmaking! We hope you can join us for this exciting workshop. 

Overview: This 7-day immersion workshop will teach participants to communicate scientific findings, natural history information, or conservation messages by creating compelling, professional-quality videos. Topics will include story selection, planning, writing, camera technique, voiceovers, technical aspects of video and audio production, basic video and audio editing, project output, and distribution. These technical elements will underpin the main focus of the workshop: effective storytelling through video. The "hands-on" approach will be emphasized, and participants will put concepts introduced in lecture into daily practice. Opportunities will exist for shooting in the field and studio. Collaborative opportunities may arise between participants and researchers working at Bodega Marine Laboratories. Participants will also critique existing documentaries, and by the end of the workshop, students will produce a short film on a topic of their choosing. Specific curriculum details will be made available to participants by April 10th, 2010.


Target audience: This workshop is intended for academic scientists at any level (undergraduate, graduate, postdoc, faculty, or emeritus) as well as professional biologists (government, NGO, industry, etc.). Interested individuals from the general public will also be considered. No prior film making experience is required. The workshop will run with a minimum of 10 participants, and a maximum of 20.  
Where: University of Washington Friday Harbor Laboratories

When: Apr 24 – May 1, 2011



Cost: US$1449. Includes workshop fees, some supplies & equipment, housing, food, and lab user fees.
Equipment Rentals: Limited camera & computer rentals are available. Please contact colin@sciencefilm.org to inquire about availability and pricing. 

Enrollment and payment: Enrollment is on a first come, first served basis. To establish your place in the course, please email a copy of the registration form to colin@sciencefilm.org, and make a cheque for US$1449. Make the cheque out to “Jeff Morales” and mail to: VONIGO Films, RR1 H42, Bowen Island, British Columbia, Canada, V0N1G0. If you would like to pay by Paypal, please contact colin@sciencefilm.org.

IMPORTANT: To ensure adequate participation and the maximum number of participants, we enforce strict cancellation policies. Cancellation before Mar 28, 2011 will result in a full refund. Cancellation between Mar 29th, 2010 and April 15th, 2011 will result in a $200 penalty, and cancellation after April 15th will result in a forfeit of $400 of your deposit. If we can fill your seat, you will get your full deposit back. Receipts for payments will be sent out when we get your payment. If we have less than 10 participants registered by April 17th, 2011, the workshop will be cancelled. Cancellation of the workshop will result in a full refund of your deposit. 

Introduction to Scientific Filmmaking (FHL Apr 24 – May1, 2011): Application Form

Please send this application form in with your payment, and also email to colin@sciencefilm.org
Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Professional Affiliation (if any): 

Brief bio, filmmaking experience, and reasons for taking this course:


Will you be bringing a video camera with you? 
      Model:

Will you be bringing a computer with you? 

Mac or PC? 

Do you have editing software? 
What kind? 

Special Dietary Requirements: 

Anyone else taking the workshop that you want to room with? 

Payment: Make cheque for US$1449 out to “VONIGO FILMS” and mail to: VONIGO Films, RR1 H42, Bowen Island, British Columbia, Canada, V0N1G0. Or, you may choose to pay by Paypal, please email colin@sciencefilm.org for details.

____  I have read and I understand the cancellation policy

Signature: _________________________
Instructor Biographies

Colin Bates

Colin is a marine ecologist, photographer, videographer, musician, and polar expedition guide. Colin has studied intertidal ecology from the west coast of Vancouver Island to the Bay of Fundy since 1996. He has biology degrees from Simon Fraser University (B.Sc. 1996), the University of New Brunswick (M.Sc., 2002), and the University of British Columbia (Ph.D., 2007). He is now an adjunct professor in the Botany Department at UBC, and works out of the Bamfield Marine Sciences Centre. Colin’s photography has graced countless textbooks, newspapers, and magazines, plus the walls of thousands of happy citizens worldwide. In 2007, Colin was hired as the head videographer for Peregrine Adventures, producing videos during a 3-month stint in the Canadian Arctic and Greenland. He has also made films in the Falkland Islands, South Georgia, and during most of his 8 trips to Antarctica. As a professional musician, Colin is also proficient in the recording and editing of audio. Colin is the ‘science and technical’ half of the instructional team.

Jeff Morales

Jeff is the ‘big picture and industry’ half of the instructional team. Jeff’s affiliation with National Geographic Television dates back to 1992.  As a staff producer in the natural history unit, he crafted award-winning films, garnering four National Emmy awards and ten National Emmy nominations. His innovative 90-minute film chronicling the violent struggle for survival between South Africa’s great carnivores, “Predators At War”, won the prestigious New York Festivals Gold Medal for Directing and the Emmy for Outstanding Nature, Science and Technology program.   Today, based out of his home on Bowen Island, British Columbia, Jeff researches, develops, produces, directs and shoots a wide range of wildlife and human subjects. He is currently in production on a blue chip saltwater crocodile film that will air on the National Geographic Channel in 2010. A native of Southern California, Morales received his degree in Government & International Studies from the University of Notre Dame in 1986. After spending several years abroad, at various times supporting himself as a factory worker in Detroit, first mate on a sailing yacht in the Bahamas and a bluegrass musician in Paris and Rome, Jeff pursued his interest in the natural world. As a research assistant and bio-technician, Jeff spent several seasons conducting field research on the Alaska Peninsula, the Chesapeake Bay, the Channel Islands of California, and the rainforests of Queensland, Australia.
Frequently Asked Questions

Do I need my own video camera? 

Students are encouraged to bring their own video camera, because it is best to learn how to use equipment that will be available to you after the workshop ends. For those who do not have a video camera, we have several rental packages available. 



Do I need my own computer? 

Yes. We teach using a Mac-based workflow, with iMovie 11 as the editing software standard. Some instruction will involve the Final Cut Studio software package as well. (We are familiar with PCs, and do not require students to use Macs. We recommend that PC users acquire a decent video editing package). As a minimum hardware standard, we recommend 2Ghz Intel-based Mac with 2 GB of RAM. We recommend that students bring an external hard drive as well. We will have access to the FHL computer lab, so Mac computers will accessible by all workshop participants.



What is a typical day like? Each day is unique, but most follow a typical structure: We usually start off with two lectures after breakfast, and then send you out to experiment with a camera assignment that puts into practice the morning lecture material. In the afternoon, we have a practical lab using the computers (footage management, editing, titling, audio, output, etc.). You then spend the mid afternoon working on your morning footage, and then we have a screening before dinner to discuss everyone’s work. Most evenings will be spent viewing and critiquing ‘professional’ natural history documentaries. 

I am busy during Apr 24 – May 1, will you be offering this course again?



Yes, we intend to offer this course on a regular basis. If you would like to host a workshop at your institution, please send an email to colin@sciencefilm.org. You can also check www.sciencefilm.org to see when our next workshop will be. 
Can you recommend any equipment that I should buy? Visit the ScienceFilm website and click on ‘Store’. Here we have a variety of recommendations, plus links to Amazon.com. We recommend a range of camera types, audio equipment, books, etc. Please let us know if you have any questions. 


What are the accommodations like? The FHL dormitories are modest but comfortable shared double rooms, with communal restrooms and showers. 



Can you accommodate my special diet? 

 Yes, the FHL cafeteria can accommodate special meals. The application form has space to specify this information.










